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For cinema and theatre third party risks, it would be con-
trary to public policy to refuse to deal with claims which may
arise out of bodily injuries caused by a panic as a result of fire
or explosion, or an alarm thereof, for this is probably the prin-
cipal risk connected with such undertakings. Again, it is legiti-
mate for an hotel proprietor to require an insurance in respect
of his legal liability to guests for bodily injuries consequent
upon fire or explosion. So far as concerns damage to guests'
property, however, a suitable lire policy may be the more satis-
factory method of securing indemnity, in so far as the insurance
relates to goods in trust.

Where third party fire indemnities are provided, it is some-
times desirable for the insurers to guard against consequential
losses. For this reason, builders' policies are often drawn to
exclude liability for damage to property being operated upon;
fire damage sustained after the completion of the work under-
taken is also frequently excluded.

With indemnities of this kind, it is often difficult to fix
liability for fires caused by negligence, and in the past fire
insurers have not always troubled to endeavour to reduce their
losses by seeking to recoup themselves from those who may have
been responsible for the occurrence of fires. Within recent years,
however, there have been many recoveries secured from negli-
gent third parties, and this has accounted for the increased
number of proposals received.

The storage of petrol or of other inflammable liquids or gases
also involves a risk of this type. Where petrol is stored in bulk
on the banks of a river or canal, the risk of spreading fires conse-
quent upon the escape of petrol, which of itself might prima
facie amount to negligence, is not inconsiderable. Here the sur-
roundings call for attention, since ignited petrol can cause in-
calculable damage to other properties and their contents on the
river or canal banks, as well as to vessels moored in or proceed-
ing along the river or canal.

Third party fire indemnities are not always confined to what
may be termed heavy risks, but may be called for occasionally
in such businesses as photographers when there may be a con-
siderable risk of fire damage to property if magnesium powder
is used for flashlight work because curtains or other inflammable
materials may be ignited.

The examples given demonstrate the diversity of fire and ex-
plosion risks, in so far as risks upon specific premises (hotels,
bulk petrol storage installations, and the like) are concerned,
but probably the greatest hazard is in work carried out by the